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It is agreed that shall be one Province of united

Maharashtra (Samyukta Maharashtra) with sub-Provinces for the
Marathi-Speaking areas of central Province & Berar commonly
styled. Mahavidarbh and West Maharashtra with separate
legistatars and cabinets for the sub-provinces and with specifaied
subject under their jurisdiction... There shall be a comman public
service commission for the whole Province.®
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ALL INDIA LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE
FIRST SESSION 1936
LOCAL BODIES & THEIR RIGHTS

[Paper read at the First All India Local Self-Government Conference held at Delhionthe 28, 28 & 30th March 1936]

BY
P. S. PATIL Esqr.

Chairman Districl Council Buldana [Berar]

I need hardly mention that the spirit which inspired the inaugura-
tion of the Local Bodies had, as its goal, the expression of the will of the
free people of their right of self determination, of their priliminary ground-
ing in democracy. Roughly two decades are now passing by, since it
assumed definite shape and form. Let us take a survey of this period and
see how far and in what measure have these Local Bodies truly realised
this spirit.

By Local Bodies we mean the District Councils, Local Bodies,
Municipal Committees, Notified Areas, Village Panchayats and allied
bodies. These have been working successfully inspite of the fact that the
higher authorities are unnecessarily interfering in their business.

Nomination is another problem which confronts us. In its very
implications the principle of nomination militates against the very ideal of
democracy, since it saps the nominee of all the vestiges of a representa-
tive character. Still in view of our population so varied in composition; so
divergent in creeds; so clashing in interests, the principle of nomination
has to be accepted as a necessary evil.

One significant feature that has come in the wake of the Mont
Ford Reforms is the general unrest and discoutent that is so rampant.
The will to power after ages of subjections is so acute and the rights
granted are so inadequate that unrest and discoutent must of the
necesslty be so rampant. In adequate satisfaction of thirst is worst than
the thirst itself. The present ailments of the Local Bodies are not a result
of our inability to run them, but of a fictitions power granted under the
shadow of a mailed fist. The cure is not in depriving them of some of
these rights but in granting them more.

From this elucidation of the real flows in Local Bodies it would
seem, that the authority for Self-Government C. P. has totally mis read
the whole working of these bodies, in so far as he has thought it
expedient to propound reactionary measures, which must be met with a
vigorous all India agitation. A strong Committee must be formed to devise
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means and ways for the protection of their rights and for the attainments
of more ones.

In this connection | would strongly urge, after what experience |
have had in this line, that the following further rights & powers should be
granted so that the Local Bodies may rise to their full stature.

1] Compulsory primary education, control of secondary and Technical
education and domestic science for girl students.

2] Maintenance and construction of the provincial PW.D. Civil works.

3] Complete maintenance and management of all human and
Veterinary Dispensaries with as much less interference as possible
from the higher authorities.

4] The complete management and control over religious institutions.

5] Maintenance of the houses for the poor and the disabled.

6] Therightoflevyingallkinds of tollsi.e. tolls on roads, rivers, ferries, bazars efc.

7] There should be direct election with universal franchise.

The powers of supervision of the minister for Local Self
Government in the working of Local Bodies be definitely defined \
Similarly, the relations between the District and Talug boards should be
made more clear.

| am of openion that Government should meet all the expenses
of Education, Primary, Secondary and Techanical. Moreover the general
purposes grant should be increased and a sumtious grant should be
given for the maintenance of the houses for the Poor and disabled.

The funds of the Local Bodies are deplorable in order to work the
new reforms. The Local Bodies are completely handicapped for want of
money, unless generous grants are given by Provincial Governments.

A disability which weighs heavily on the Local Bodies is the
brand of inferiority writ large on their foreheads. The implicit assumption
of superior airs by the most ordinary Government Servant is amazing.
This prejudice casts a good deal of sand in the machinery of Local
Bodies, It throwsont of harmony, their working with that of Government,
Lack of sympathy in parallel institution; Lack of recognition of merits are
by no means very helpful companions. This vicious circle can be ended
only when the Local Bodies are granted freedom and independence, so
that the vestiges of Bureaucracy may not have these opportunities for
snobbery.

The labours of this great gathering in thoroughly thrashing out
the problems bestting the working of the Local Bodies would be amply
repaid if we could join hands in launching a country wide propaganda on
sound lines. | am optimistic. | have faith and hope that the institutions
can and have to be made as useful and efficient as those of westem countries.
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